Constant Communion: Commemoration Devotional

Commemoration is about remembrance, typically expressed in a
ceremony. We have holidays commemorating individuals, events and
occasions in our society. But commemoration is important in our
Christian lives as well. Specifically, commemorating what Jesus did
for us on the cross. We typically do that in sharing communion
together. It’s important for at least three reasons (mentioned in the

message this past weekend).



Monday: We Commemorate So We Don't Forget (part 1)

In the old testament, when God was working to set his people free
from the Egyptian slavery, He sent 10 plagues upon the land. When
the tenth and final plague came, he gave them very specific
instructions, and told them the needed to celebrate this day every
year from this time on.

Exodus 12:1-17

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This
month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first
month of the year for you. 3Tell all the congregation of Israel that on
the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to
their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household
is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat
you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without
blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from
the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this
month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall
kill their lambs at twilight.2

7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They
shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it.9Do not eat any of it raw or
boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner
parts. 10And you shall let none of it remain until the morning;
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anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11In this
manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is

the LORD’s Passover. 12For | will pass through the land of Egypt that
night, and | will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man
and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am
the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where
you are. And when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and no plague
will befall you to destroy you, when | strike the land of Egypt.

14“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a
feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever,
you shall keep it as a feast. 15Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out of your houses,
for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the
seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. 160n the first
day you shall hold a holy assembly, and on the seventh day a holy
assembly. No work shall be done on those days. But what everyone
needs to eat, that alone may be prepared by you. 17And you shall
observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day | brought
your hosts out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this
day, throughout your generations, as a statute forever. 18In the first
month, from the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall
eat unleavened bread until the twenty-first day of the month at
evening. 19For seven days no leaven is to be found in your houses. If
anyone eats what is leavened, that person will be cut off from the
congregation of Israel, whether he is a sojourner or a native of the
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land. 20You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwelling places you
shall eat unleavened bread.”

21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and
select lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the
Passover lamb. 22Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that
is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the
blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his
house until the morning. 23For the LORD will pass through to strike
the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the
two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and will not allow
the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 24You shall observe
this rite as a statute for you and for your sons forever. 25And when
you come to the land that the LORD will give you, as he has promised,
you shall keep this service. 26And when your children say to you,
‘What do you mean by this service?’ 27you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice
of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed over the houses of the people
of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our

»n

houses.”” And the people bowed their heads and worshiped.

God was very specific that the people should remember the event
that was about to occur. It foreshadowed what Jesus would
accomplish for us on the cross. Over 1,00 years before the time of
Jesus he was pointing people toward their need for a savior.

Take a few moments to give Him thanks and praise God for carrying
through on his plan of salvation for us who would believe.
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Tuesday: We Commemorate So We Don’t Forget (part 2)

God felt it was important to remember him and his promises and
work among his people. He warned them not to forget about it.

Deuteronomy 4:23

Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the Lord your God, which he
made with you...

Deuteronomy 4:9

“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the
things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart
all the days of your life....

Take some time to recount how God has blessed you in life, and how
he has worked to make you more like Jesus.

What are ways you have of reqgularly commemorating God’s work in
your life? Are you sharing his story and work with others?



Wednesday: We Commemorate So We Don’t Forget (part 3)
Jesus used the Passover meal to help us remember him.

Luke 22:19-20

And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they had
eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new

covenant in my blood.

Because of what Jesus asked them to do, we share in communion in
our churches (and sometimes in our homes). Are there other
practices you have throughout the week that help you remember the
Lord’s work in your life and what Jesus has done for you on the cross?
Why are they meaningful, and how do they help you remember him?



Thursday: We Commemorate So We Remember Who We Are

Early in this series we talked about how we are called out of darkness,
sin, death (etc.) into light, righteousness and life (etc.) It’s easy for us
to lose sight of the new creation we’ve been made into, and how God
continues to transform us to be more and more like Jesus.

1 Peter 2:9-10

9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous

light. 100nce you were not a people, but now you are God'’s people;

once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Today and take a few moments to make a list of who you are (or what
you are) in Christ Jesus. Do this from memory (things you can think of
without looking them up!

Examples would be:
| am a new creation. | am a child of God. | am redeemed.

Spend time “blessing” (praising and thanking) the Lord for what He
has done for you.
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Friday: We Commemorate So We Remember Who We Are
Psalm 103: 1-5

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy
name! 2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,3
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 4 who
redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love
and mercy, 5 who satisfies you with good so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle's.

Today take time to add to your list from yesterday. This time feel free
to use tool if it is helpful (a bible app, or a google search) to come up
with more truths about who you are in Christ.

Again, spend time “blessing” the Lord for what He has done for you.



Saturday: We Commemorate So We Maintain Relationship with Him
Some familiar words from early in our series:
John 15: 4-8

4 Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in

me. 51 am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and
| in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.

When we forsake some of the practices that remind us of who Jesus is
and what He has done, it’s easy to forget who we are in Christ. But
when we abide or remain connected to Jesus, there is life... and there
is fruit.

What fruit are you seeing these days that God is producing through
your relationship with him?

Be sure to join us this Sunday for week four of our Constant
Communion series as we focus on Community (following Jesus
together).



