Constant Communion:Connecting Devotional

Connecting is about having a friendship with Jesus. In the message
this we heard mentioned an article on 25 Ways to Be Closer to God

. Pray.

Read the Bible.
Give thanks.
Practice humility.

Memorize scripture.
Honor God with your body.

Start and End your day with God.
Take thoughts captive.
Give back to God.
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. Take communion.
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. Repent of sins.
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. Keep a journal.
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. Sing Praise.

[T
S

. Fast.
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. Share the Gospel.
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. Rejoice in the Lord
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. Tend the earth.
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. Bring order to your home.
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. Seek guidance from wise counsel.



20. Do good works.

21. Respect those in charge.

22. Fellowship with other Christians.
23. Forgive Others.

24. Avoid things God hates.

25. Help others in need.

These will be helpful, but the heart behind them has to be connecting
our heart and soul with Jesus. So each of our devotions will be
focused on an area of relationship with him where we can connect
more deeply with Him.

Monday: Connecting with Jesus takes Time

In some ways our relationship with Jesus is just like our relationships
with other people. You can’t love someone deeply or grow close to
them without spending the time necessary to grow the relationship.

Are you creating time and space in your life to connect with Jesus in a
personal way? Can you make some adjustments to be sure your time
with God isn’t being neglected?



Tuesday: Connecting with Jesus takes Conversation
We say all the time that communication is the key in any relationship.
The disciples had conversations with Jesus that no one else did. For
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They got insight and meaning in conversations with Jesus that you
couldn’t get outside that inner circle. Well, we’re all invited — called —
to his inner circle. He will speak to us there directly and personally.

We can’t know Jesus deeply if our only conversation is about him
instead of with him in prayer. If our deepest conversations about
spiritual things hearing a message on Sunday, listening to a podcast,
watching a tv show, reading a book, or doing a 2 minute devotional, it
won’t be deep or personal. Those things just not the same as
engaging our heart and mind in intimate conversation directly with
Jesus. It’s got to be a first-hand experience where we are having life-
changing conversations with him.

How is your prayer life? Are you making sure you are engated in
personal conversations with Jesus?


http://biblehub.com/mark/4-33.htm
http://biblehub.com/mark/4-34.htm

Wednesday: Connecting with Jesus by Learning

If we want to know Jesus deeply, we need to spend time sitting at His
feet, learning from him and allowing him to teach us. Luke 10:38-42
38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39And she had
a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his
teaching. 40But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she
went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left
me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about
many things, 42but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good
portion, which will not be taken away from her.”

Martha was distracted from learning. Mary was sitting at the Lord’s
feet and listening to his teaching. She was learning.

Primarily this is through God’s word. Some of the 25 things on the list
can help us, but being engaged with the word and theHoly Spirit with
all our heart, soul, mind and strength. That’s when we learn the most.
And we never reach a point where there’s nothing more to learn
about Jesus.

Are you engaged in learning about Jesus in a direct, personal way,
with your heart, soul, mind and strength? Is this happening in your
relationship with him?


http://biblehub.com/luke/10-38.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-39.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-40.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-41.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/10-42.htm

Thursday: Connecting with Jesus with Affection
If we genuinely love someone, it’s important we express it.

In our relationship with God, he has affirmed his love for us through
giving us his son to die for us.

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, that

whoever believes in him would not perish but have eternal life.”

Romans 5:8 But God shows his love for us in that while we were still

sinners, Christ died for us.”

On our end, the expressing of love for God is mainly done through
worship. Worship is an internal heart thing, but comes out in verbal
expressions — in prayer, in song, in words of praise, in us speaking well
of God to others.

How are you expressing your affection and love for Jesus personally,
and on a daily basis? How are you engaged in worshiping him?



Friday: Connecting with Jesus in Sacrifice

Mark 10:42-44 42And Jesus called them to him and said to

them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over

them. 43But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be
great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever would be first
among you must be slave (servant) of all. 45For even the Son of Man
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom

for many.”

Sacrifice is about serving, giving and self-denial (or surrender).
How does Jesus want you to serve (or serve more)?

How does Jesus want you to be giving (or giving more)?

What is Jesus calling you to surrender or give up because it is sinful,
or because it’s getting in the way of what he has in mind for you?


http://biblehub.com/mark/10-42.htm
http://biblehub.com/mark/10-43.htm
http://biblehub.com/mark/10-44.htm
http://biblehub.com/mark/10-45.htm

Saturday: Connecting with Jesus through Faithfulness

John 6:66-68 66After this [some teachings of Jesus that were hard to
swallow] many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with
him. 6750 Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as
well?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life, 69and we have believed, and have

come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

We are unfaithful to God all the time. But He remains faithful to us
even when we are unfaithful to him. Because God keeps his word and
his promises to us, even when we don’t do the same. When Jesus
said “l will never leave you or forsake you.” He meant it.

But, he obviously doesn’t WANT us to be unfaithful. He IS longing for
us to be faithful to him.

Hebrews 10:23 23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without

wavering, for he who promised is faithful.

How would you describe your level of faithfulness to the Lord? Why
would you describe it that way? Are there areas you need to step up
and be more faithful to what He is calling us to?

Be sure to join us this Sunday for week three of our Constant
Communion series as we focus on Commemoration (remembering
Jesus).


http://biblehub.com/john/6-66.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/6-67.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/6-68.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/6-69.htm
http://biblehub.com/hebrews/10-23.htm

